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MINUTES

Montevallo City Council Work Session
November 14, 2016
5:30 p.m. at City Hall

Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Willie Goldsmith, 
Council Member Tiffany Bunt, Council Member Jason Peterson and Council Member 
Matt Walker were in attendance. 

Mayor Cost called the Work Session to order at 5:32 p.m.

Chief Bill Reid presented the Fire Department report.  He said they remain busy as usual 
with 114 calls in October. Their last call in October was in response to the pipeline fire in 
Helena. They’ve only had two brush fires in the city and Almont so far. They had two “no 
response” calls in October.  However, one was cancelled by Rescue One.  He also discussed 
their request for a new engine.  He reminded everyone about the No Burn Order.  He said 
they are applying for two grants for next year – a washer & dryer for their turn-out gear 
and another firetruck to replace Engine 82.  If they get the grants, they will seek matching 
funds from outside organizations.  The Health Foundation has agreed to provide the match 
for our current SCBA grant. 

Chief Jeremy Littleton presented the Police Department report:
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Kirk Hamby, Director of Public Works, informed the council that the repair of the Street 
Sweeper will only cost around $7,800 – not the $10,000 approved by the council. C&K 
Automotive provided all the labor at a very good price.  The truck is back on the streets and
working fine. 

Mr. Hamby reminded everyone that the city’s Christmas Parade in Thursday night.  His 
crew will be decorating the city’s float. 

Since Mr. Baugh was unable to attend the meeting, Mr. Hamby noted that Youth Soccer has 
ended and Basketball has just begun.  He also noted that 2 out of 3 of our local youth 
football teams won their league tournaments this year. He also noted that the MHS football 
team made it to the second round of playoffs. 

Arthur Herbert reported that he has three potential new board members for ValloCycle.

Council Member Nix reported that Critters by the Creek was a big success – a few less 
people in attendance this year but everyone seemed to have a lot of fun.

Dwight Dellinger presented the Golf Course Report:



7

Clay Arnall reported that the course is very dry right now.  He also explained the request 
for a new sand pro at the course.  He said the old unit doesn’t meet their needs but can still 
be used by Mr. Baugh at the ballfields. He explained that the equipment is used primarily to
keep the sand traps maintained and smooth. He obtained three quotes for a replacement 
unit. The quote he recommended is in the middle as far as price goes but the unit is 
superior to all the others because it has been completely re-built and comes with a three 
year warranty.  He said this like-new unit will cost us around $8,000 less that a new unit. 
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Janice Seaman reported on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission noting that 
Mayor Cost met with Mary Shell from the State Historical Commission on the 10th. She 
discussed the benefits of having a more in-depth archeological investigation of the Mahler 
property. 

Allie Williams presented the Library Report:
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   She also noted there were 1,547 website visits since her last report.

Council Member Walker informed the council that the bills appeared to be in order.

Steve Gilbert noted this is a very busy week for the Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber 
luncheon is Wednesday. Pam Nichols will be their speaker. The Christmas Parade is at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday.  At 4 P.m. Friday there will be a ribbon cutting at Emma Gray’s and at the 
same time on December 2nd there will be one at Trendy Chic.  He said the MDCD met earlier
and approved the $5,000 fee for the Brownfield Grant submission. He said he is very 
excited about the possibilities of this grant especially as it relates to preparing us to move 
forward in the future.  He also mentioned that a group of city representatives met earlier 
that day with a micro-brewery and that they seem to be very interested in Montevallo as a 
location for their new business.

Mayor Cost asked for the use of three golf carts for the Christmas Parade.

Mr. Gilbert also mentioned that the Brownfield grant we want to apply for is a non-
matching grant for a community-wide assessment of potential brownfield sites. He met the 
representatives of the company at the Main Street Convention in Milwaukee. The total 
grant is for $300,000 and we have three years to use the funds.  It will prove Phase I and 
Phase II assessments as warranted.  There is even the potential to submit for a second 
grant to help clean-up the sites. He noted the company will also help us do renderings of 
what these sites could look like once redeveloped, assuming we are awarded the grant.  
The MDCD has agreed to provide the $5,000 fee for writing the grant.  If we do not get the 
grant this year, they will apply again for us next year. 

Mayor Cost thanked Mr. Gilbert for doing such a great job and noted that this is just one 
example of the benefits we have received from our participation in the Main Street 
program. 

Montevallo City Council Meeting
November 14, 2016
6:00 p.m. at City Hall

Mayor Hollie Cost, Council Member Rusty Nix, Council Member Willie Goldsmith, 
Council Member Tiffany Bunt, Council Member Jason Peterson and Council Member 
Matt Walker were in attendance. 

Pledge of Allegiance

Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Cost called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
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Approval and/or corrections of the minutes – 10/24/16 & 11/7/16

Council Member Peterson made a motion to approve the Minutes from October 24, 2016. 
Council Member Goldsmith seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.

Council Member Walker made a motion to approve the Minutes from November 7, 2016. 
Council Member Nix seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.

Student Recognitions / Awards: NONE

Opportunities for citizens to speak to the Council: No one participated.

Mayor Cost read a letter she received from a local resident:
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Mayor Cost said she received a proposal from the Montevallo Arts Council regarding the 
removal of the old radio tower at the SPARK, as well a request to install three covered work
spaces next to their building. 

The Mayor asked Council Members Bunt and Peterson, as well as Mr. Hamby to investigate 
this request and recommend a course of action. 

Mr. Gilbert explained that the Arts Council is concerned that students attending the mural 
camp this summer may climb on the tower and that it could be a safety hazard.  He said 
removing the tower would reduce all of our liability. 

Leah Waites informed the council that the Junior City Council had as short meeting earlier 
that day and discussed ways to distribute Refresh cards to students who did not attend the 
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school assembly. She also noted that their meeting will now be the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of the month at 5:15 p.m. at City Hall. She said they will be volunteering at the Christmas 
Parade this year. They also are looking at things to add to the city website.

Committee Reports and Consideration of Bills:

Public Health & Safety (Police, Fire, Code Enforcement, Housing Abatement)–

Sustainability (Streets & Sanitation, Recycling, Arbor & Beautification, ValloCycle, 

Environmental Preservation Initiatives) – Discussed earlier.

Recreation, Preservation and Community Development (Parks & recreation, Golf 

Course, Youth Athletics, Trails, Historical Commission, Planning & Zoning, Annexations) – 

Discussed earlier.

Education, Arts & Outreach (Schools, UM, Boys & Girls Club, Library, American Village, 

Sister City Commission, Artwalk, Middle School Grant) – Discussed earlier.

Finance, Economic Development & Tourism (Finance, MDCD, IDB, Chamber) – 

Discussed earlier.

Council Member Walker made a motion to approve payment of the bills.  Council Member 

Nix seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED. 

Consent Agenda: NONE

New Business:

EPA Brownfield Community Wide Assessment Grant – Ayres Associates - $5,000:

Council Member Peterson made a motion to approve hiring Ayers Associates at a cost of 

$5,000 to be provided by the MDCD.  Council Member Walker seconded.  ALL AYES . . . 

MOTION APPROVED. 
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Purchase of Cushman Groundsmaster Using Budgeted Golf Capital Reserve Funds - $8,995:

Council Member Nix made a motion to approve the purchase of a Cushman Groundsmaster 

using budgeted Golf Capital Reserve Funds at a cost of $8,995. Council Member Walker 

seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED. 

Recommendation of Public Safety Committee re: Fire Truck Purchase & Financing – 

Council Member Goldsmith informed the council that it was the Public Health & Safety 

Committee’s recommendation that the city purchase the equipment request as detailed in 

the City Clerk’s summary:

Council:

As you know, our Fire Department will soon need to purchase a new pumper truck in order to comply 

with NFPA recommendations, provide exemplary fire protection to our citizens and maintain our 

outstanding ISO rating of 3. It is critical that we have adequate water flow for fire suppression during fire

events as well as to keep our maintenance expenses manageable. Having a low ISO rating is important 

because it is one of the things insurance companies – especially commercial firms – use to set the 

property insurance rates they charge business owners and homeowners. As a result, if our ISO rating 

were to go up, so would the amount they pay for insurance.   

Mayor Cost has received a commitment from Central State Bank to finance a new truck or trucks on the 

following terms:

These pricing options are good for 60 days and there will be no closing costs associated with the loan.
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Option 1:  1.5% Fixed for 5 years on a 10 year Amortization.  Rate will adjust once at the end of year 5, 

with a cap of 3.25%.  The rate will be tied to Prime.   

Option 2:  2.85% Fixed for 10 years on a 10 year Amortization.

Chief Reid has been soliciting quotes for the new truck. The lowest quote is around $445,000. They also 

have a need for rescue vehicle that would cost around $65,000. As such, in fairly short order, they will 

need to purchase around $510,000 in new vehicles.  

In our Regions Capital Reserve, we budgeted for 2016-17 a total of $95,000 for all fire department 

related expenditures. We refinanced the existing fire truck loan at a fixed rate of 1.5% rate and our 

payments are now approximately $38,520 per year. 

If we purchase a new pumper truck and other emergency vehicle for $510,000 based on the options 

above, our costs would be approximately as follows:

Option 1: Years 1-5 @ 1.5% $4,580/month, $54,960/year $274,800

Years 6-10 @ 3.25% $4,707/month, $56,484/year $282,420

$557,220

Option 2: Years 1-10 @ 2.85% $4,890/month, $58,680 $586,800

Option 1 is clearly the most cost effective, even if the rate increases to its max.  Therefore, if we use 

Option 1 as a guide, years 1 through 5 our total cost for both loans will be approximately $93,480.  Years 

6 through 7, $95,004. And, years 8-10, $56,484.  As such, after year 7, the department would 

theoretically have $38,520 a year they could use for additional capital needs. After year 10, they’d be 

back up to the full $95,000.    

Chief Reid was adamant that purchasing the new pumper truck and support vehicle is their top priority 

and essential to our ability to maintain a favorable ISO rating. As such, he and his department are very 

much in favor of making this investment, especially while our cost of borrowing money is so low.  

The Public Health & Safety Committee has recommended purchasing these vehicles and financing them 

according to Option 1 above. 

HERMAN

Mayor Cost noted that we have approached both UM and Wilton in an effort to increase 

funding for the operation of our fire and rescue service. 
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Council Member Nix asked if this proposal includes the Chassis. Chief Reid said it does.

Council Member Goldsmith made a motion to approve the acquisition of the new fire trucks

and the loan based on Option 1 from Central State Bank.  Council Member Bunt seconded.  

ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED.
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Mayor Cost told the Fire Chief and the volunteer firefighters in attendance how grateful 

everyone is for their dedicated service to our city. 
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Fred’s ABC License Request:

Chief Littleton said he investigated and approved the license request.

Council Member Nix made a motion to approve the 050- Retail Beer and 070 – Retail Wine 

License (Off Premises Only) for Freds Stores of Tennessee, Inc. (d/b/a Freds Store 2373) at 

4559 Hwy 25, Montevallo, AL 35115.  Council Member Walker seconded.  ALL AYES . . . 

MOTION APPROVED. 
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Employee Handbook Amendments to Committee:  Mayor Cost informed the council that 

she was appointing a committee comprised of Council Members Walker, Peterson and 

Goldsmith, along with Debby Raymond, Kirk Hamby and Chief Littleton, to review and 

recommend proposed revisions to the Employee Handbook.

Council Member Nix asked that the proposed revisions be shared with the entire council.

The Mayor said she would do that and asked that the committee present its 

recommendations at the January 9 meeting. 

Old Business:

Recreational Trail Grant Update:  Mayor Cost informed the council that we received the 

$100,000 grant for the pavilion and restroom facility at the Shoal Creek Park trailhead.   

Golf for Growth Proposal:

Council Member Nix made a motion to approve the Golf for Growth proposal. Council 

Member Peterson seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MOTION APPROVED. 
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Board Appointments:

Mayor Cost said we should have the ValloCycle recommendations available for the next 
Agenda. 

Other Business:

Mayor Cost noted that our updated Organizational Chart is now available on our new 
website. 

Citizen Participation:
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Thomas Lilly, Jr.  congratulated Council Members Bunt and Walker on their elections. He
reminded everyone the importance of listening to and respecting each other.  He expressed
his joy with how well everyone in our community gets along with one another.

Mayor Cost agreed.

Mr. Lilly asked what the Fire Department plans to do with the Fire Truck they intend to 
retire.  He suggested it would make a good addition to our park or a museum.  He said 
children would enjoy climbing on the truck. 

Mayor Cost noted it will take nearly a year to get the new truck once it has been ordered.

Allie Williams informed everyone that the circulation system at the Library will be out of 
order all day on Tuesday during its update.  

There being no further business before the council, Council Member Nix made a motion to 
adjourn.  Council Member Bunt seconded.  ALL AYES . . . MEETING ADJOURNED at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by:

Herman Lehman
City Clerk
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