
Montevallo Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes 

Nov. 15, 2022 
6:00 pm 

City Council Chamber 
 

Members Present: 
Veronica Bailey     Melinda Nix 
Bill Glosson      
Susan Godwin     Anitka Stewart Sims  
Valerie Johnson    Sherry Valides 
Kathy King  
     
Call to Order: 
 

• Establish quorum: 6:04 pm 
• Approve minutes: 6:06 pm 

 
Chair's Reports: 

• CLG annual report (due Dec. 1, 2022)  
o Discussion / collation of information needed for report 

• CLG grant funding cycle 
o Discussion of deadlines 

• Shoal Creek Graveyard GPR survey  
o Shoal Creek Foundation Board Cemetery Committee and archaeologist inspected 

the site 
o Discussion of timing for clearing, supervision, volunteer opportunities to assist  
o Fundraising for restoring and maintaining the cemetery  

 
Other Reports: 

• Aldrich listing in the Alabama Places in Peril program (Veronica) 
o No updates 

• Prentice marker (Melinda) 
o No updates 

• Design standards review and section 106 (Susan) 
o Local HPC authority drawn from Police power connected to US constitutional 

authority (See Appendix 2, page 2 and first paragraph page 3)) 
o Video on Section 106 of NHPA 

 https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/section-106-nhpa/ 
 “The goal of consultation is to identify historic properties potentially 

affected by the undertaking, assess its effects and seek ways to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate any adverse effects on historic properties.” 

 See Appendix 1, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act: 
Video Transcript 

o Discussion of planting by Main Street, discussed by Arbor and Beautification 
Board, around the Montevallo Main Street Post Office 

https://mylearning.nps.gov/library-resources/section-106-nhpa/


 Concern that a landscaping decision might merit a Section 106 review 
 Motion to request Chair to clarify with AHC whether a Section 106 review 

is required; if it is required, to then request planting delay 
• Motion passes; vote is unanimous  

New Business: 
• African American Heritage Trail – request to consider earmarking some of the funds for 

creating plaques for following churches: Shiloh Baptist, Wards Chapel, maybe Epsibeth 
Church?  

o Cost is $575 per plaque, including installation 
o Plaques can be installed / posted on interiors or exteriors of the churches; first step 

is to consult with pastors of the churches  
o Discussion of steps and procedures  

 Historical info will be circulated via email by Anitka Sims for HPC review 
– decision at January meeting  

• Motion: Johnson; second: Godwin 
• Vote is unanimous: motion passes  

 Suggestion to include Epsibeth Church on Places in Peril and endangered 
properties list  

 Discussion of Planning and Zoning information relevant to the Aldrich 
area  

 Suggestion to get Aldrich designated as a historically protected area or 
historic district – Epsibeth as the central property  

 
Adjournment: 7:41 pm 
 
Next meeting: 10 Jan. 2023 
  



Appendix 1: 
SECTION 106 of the NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 

Video transcript 
Source: National Park Service 

 
Scattered within a marshland off the New Jersey Turnpike, only a few miles from New York 
City, lies all that remains of one of the largest, most expensive and awe-inspiring buildings 
ever built. These are the ruins of the once grand Pennsylvania Rail Station. Artists, writers 
and film makers from JD Salinger to Alfred Hitchcock were so inspired by the architecture 
that they designed  entire scenes around the building just to include it in their works. As the 
gateway into New York City, it symbolized all the prestige and grandeur of the city at the 
height of its acclaim. But then in 1963, in the name of progress, Penn Station was torn to the 
ground.  
 
Vincent Sculley lamented over the loss. “Through it, one entered the city like a God. One 
scuttles in now like a rat.”  
 
With no preservation movement existing at the time to defend it, Penn Station was quickly 
reduced to rubble, trucked out of the city and dumped in a New Jersey landfill, where much 
of it remains to this day. The loss of Penn Station created an outcry across the country, the 
effects of which we still feel today. New Yorkers were so distraught over the loss that they 
immediately passed the Landmarks Preservation Law, saving other historical buildings 
throughout New York.  
 
“Maybe we had to lose something as important as Penn Station”, said Paul Goldberger, 
architecture critic for New York magazine. “I sometimes think of it as the building that died 
so that others might live.”  
 
New York's Landmark Preservation Law was a direct inspiration for the National Historic 
Preservation Act, which expanded those same protections for historical sites across the 
United States. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act charges the National 
Park Service with preserving and protecting America's story. Whenever the National Park 
Service has a project involving federal land or funding, Section 106 must be done. It also 
applies to any cultural resources listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. The mission is to protect our history by ensuring that no historical structure or 
landscape will ever again be lost through lack of planning or foresight.  
 
While the impact of destroying the historic landmark like Penn Station is obvious, many 
small and often well intended projects in our parks could have similar unforeseen 
consequences. Digging a hole for a fence could accidentally cut through an ancient grave. A 
new comfort station situated in a battlefield could affect the view. A new trail could lead to a 



sensitive resource such as an archaeological site. The grass you are maintaining never existed 
historically and could change the landscape. A new road had shoulders and a pull out that 
could impact an archaeological resource. Painting the historic building a new color or adding 
modern windows may change the historic character. The Section 106 compliance process 
helps us find solutions to balance the goals of historic preservation and park priorities and 
must be followed for every project. It is for improvements as well as demolitions, for routine 
maintenance and upkeep as well as new construction, for small projects as well as for big 
ones. Section 106 matters because our history matters. It protects structures like Penn Station 
from ever being lost again without first ensuring careful and thoughtful study. Following the 
106 process represents the respect we have for our resources and the guarantee that they will 
be protected for future generations. It is fundamental to how we, the National Park Service, 
fulfill a primary part of our mission to preserve unimpaired our cultural resources for the 
enjoyment, education and inspiration of this and future generations. 
 
 
https://youtu.be/KyZ9-XpRiJA 
 
 
Appendix 2:  

https://youtu.be/KyZ9-XpRiJA
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